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Nick grabs the comic from Tyler.

NICK
These things are worth, what, a 
hundred bucks?

TYLER
It came out two weeks ago and every 
comic store has twenty copies.

NICK
So you won’t care if I...

Nick tears the comic a little. 

NICK (CONT’D)
Whaddaya think of that?

TYLER
I think you’re a dick, but that’s 
hardly news.

Nick rushes toward Tyler, but Brandon holds him back.

BRANDON
Cool your sphincter, Nick. Zero 
Tolerance is the master, and you 
are its bitch.

TYLER
Can I have my comic back?

BRANDON
Seriously? It’s full of guys in 
rubber suits. We’re not gonna let 
you put it in your spank bank.

NICK
Gross. 

BRANDON
Yes, he is. 

(to Tyler)
Why are you even alive?

Jacob looks up from his mop.

TYLER
Asshole.

JACOB
Hey. Hey, now.



NICK
Pussy.

BRANDON
Fudge-licker.

Jacob steps between them.

JACOB
Fellas, knock it off.

TYLER
I get it. You gotta rip on somebody 
because you couldn’t throw the 
little ball through the little 
hoop, and now everyone knows 
exactly how worthless you are.

Austin hurls the basketball at Tyler.

AUSTIN
Shut the fuck up, loser!

They freeze as a tableau, except for Tyler, who steps 
forward.

(2.  SAD TROMBONE.)

TYLER

WHEN A HERO SLAYS A DRAGON,
RESCUES A PRINCESS, SAVES THE DAY
ALL THE VILLAGE PEOPLE CHEER HIM,
SOUND THE TRUMPETS, SHOUT HURRAY

THERE ARE NO TRUMPETS FOR AN OUTCAST
FOR THE WOLF WHO STANDS ALONE 
NO, THE VILLAGE PEOPLE MOCK HIM
AS THEY PLAY THAT SAD TROMBONE

THAT SAD TROMBONE
THAT SAD TROMBONE
DEFINING ME, REMINDING ME
THAT I AM ON MY OWN

I’M A SQUARE PEG, UPSTREAM SALMON
BLACK SHEEP PENNED UP WITH THESE CLONES
AS THEY POINT AND LAUGH
AND CLOSE THEIR MINDS
AND PLAY THEIR SAD TROMBONES


